Different Views on Soteriology (The Study of Salvation)
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1. St. Augustine (354—430 CE)

Taught that humans are totally sinful and can’t save themselves.
Only God’s grace (sola gratia) brings salvation.

God chooses (predestination) who will be saved.

Impact: Shaped Western Christianity; influenced Luther and Calvin.
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2. St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

Combined faith and reason; salvation needs both God’s grace and human free will.

Divided grace into healing grace and elevating grace.

Impact: Foundation of Catholic theology; highlighted sacraments as channels of grace.
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3. Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Salvation by faith alone (sola fide).
People are justified by faith in Christ, not by works.

Impact: Started the Protestant Reformation; central to Lutheran belief.
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4. John Calvin (1509-1564)

Emphasized God’s sovereignty; taught “double predestination.”

Some are chosen for salvation, others for judgment.

Impact: Formed Calvinism; influenced Reformed and Presbyterian churches.
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5. Karl Barth (1886-1968)

Salvation is God’s act in Christ; all humanity is chosen “in Jesus.”

Rejected the idea that humans can find God by reason (natural theology).

Impact: Shaped 20th-century Protestant theology; centered salvation on Christ alone.
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6. Karl Rahner (1904-1984)

Introduced “Anonymous Christianity”: God’s grace is available to all.

Non-Christians can be saved if they respond to God’s grace sincerely.

Impact: Influenced Catholic theology and interfaith dialogue.
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11. Philosophers (STT{REE)

1. Immanuel Kant (1722-1804)



Saw salvation as moral transformation, not forgiveness of sin.

Following moral law brings true salvation.

Impact: Influenced liberal theology; focused on ethics, not dogma.
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2. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

I11. Eastern Religions and Philosophers (‘1‘_\7:!'1?1 o T IThe®)

Rejected Christian salvation as weakness (“slave morality”).

True salvation is self-overcoming and strength of will.

Impact: Criticized Christianity; influenced existentialism and modern thought.
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1. Hinduism (f&=gent)

Salvation (Moksha) = freedom from rebirth (samsara).

Paths: devotion (bhakti), knowledge (jnana), and good action (karma yoga).

Philosopher: Adi Shankara — taught that realizing unity with Brahman brings liberation.
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2. Buddhism (35 &¥)

Salvation (Nirvana) = freedom from suffering through the Eightfold Path.

No personal God; salvation by self-discipline and enlightenment.

Philosopher: Nagarjuna — taught “emptiness” (shunyata) as the key to liberation.
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3. Islam (3&TH)

e Salvation comes through faith (iman) and obedience to Allah’s will.

e Good deeds and submission lead to paradise.
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Summary (FTIM)

Every religion and thinker views salvation differently—

but the Bible clearly teaches that salvation comes only through grace, faith, and Jesus Christ.
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